
The ICO fever 
An overview of 

a new funding era 



Not an IPO 

Not a way to scam investors 

Not an MVP validator 

Not a way to buy shares or 
ownership in a company 

What is an ICO?



What is an ICO?

A decentralised way to fund a 
product 

Raise money quicker than using 
traditional investment mechanisms 

Helps building a community driven 
crypto currency or token 

Offers equal investment 
opportunities for everyone



What’s happening now

160 ongoing ICO's or TGE’s* 

Total Market Cap: $ 184,587,292,357.00 for 1.244 coins or tokens ** 

FUD and backlash from banks, financial institutions and governments
* coinschedule.com  ** coinmarketcap.com



Legitimate ICO characteristics*

a relationship between the amount of 
money raised and the complexity of the 
project 

a very clear use case that requires the 
decentralization approach brought by 
blockchain technology 

a reasonable valuation based on the size 
of the opportunity being pursued 

a credible team 

the technology has been built, at least 
to a point where it is demonstrable

* http://avc.com/2017/10/i-scam-yous/



What’s next?

Academic research* 

Fewer scams 

Standards and regulations (US, China, 
EU) 

Mainstream adoption of blockchain 
technologies

* https://cointelegraph.com/news/next-generation-of-tech-geniuses-signing-up-to-study-cryptocurrencies 
   http://www.veritasdd.com
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